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When Joan Aiken wrote her best known 
children’s book,  The Wolves of Willoughby 

Chase, she wanted to give readers the same 
pleasure and excitement she had felt as a child 

reading earlier rip roaring classics like Treasure 
Island or the original and very scary Pinocchio, 

full of dreadful dangers and escapes... But 
she wanted hers to be funny as well - hugely 

exaggerated with wildly improbable villains, 
secret passages, impossibly brave orphan 

heroes and of course wolves... (Because as 
author Katherine Rundell wrote, ‘Every little 

girl loves a wolf!)  

And so of course the story has lent itself 
wonderfully well to dramatic adaptation and 

Joan Aiken fan Russ Tunney has picked up 
her absurd tongue in cheek humour and fast 

paced action style to produce his tribute to 
this lovely and hilarious parody of all the 

great children’s books we have loved!

Lizza Aiken (Daughter of Joan Aiken)

Find out all about Joan Aiken and her 
Wonderful World on her website   

joanaiken.com/

In the mythical reign of King James III, the 
snows lie deep across England and wolf packs 
roam the land through the winter nights.   
 
But in the great house at Willoughby Chase 
there are worse dangers than hungry wolves.  
Young cousins, Bonnie and Sylvia are alone 
at the mercy of their evil governess, Miss 
Slighcarp and her cruel cronies.  Soon they 
find themselves caught up in a dastardly plot.  
Can the children foil her evil schemes?  Or 
will the cheese-loving Mrs Brisket 
get them into her 
clutches for ever? 

Only Bonnie and 
Sylvia’s courage and 
the loyal friendship 
of Simon the Goose-
boy can help them 
win through until 
summer returns once 
more.



Twelve years ago I was running a new writing, 
touring company and each year I tried to 
find a much-loved book which had never 
been adapted before to bring to the stage. 
Russ Tunney told me about The Wolves of 
Willoughby Chase and my love for the world 
of Joan Aiken was born. 

It is an utter delight to delve back into this 
imaginary world of James III, which has a 
landscape of wolves coming through the 
Channel Tunnel into England. As with many 
of her books, the children are the heroes 
and once again we see two girls fighting for 
their home and survival against seemingly 

KIRSTIE DAVIS (DIRECTOR)

RUSS TUNNEY (PLAYWRIGHT) children, fighting wolves & injustice, heartless 
criminals and despair. I think it is a story 

which is about the power of imagination and 
love – two things we have needed greatly in 

the last year. 

I hope very much you enjoy the production in 
this spectacular setting, which will be perfect 

for a story which delights in landscape and 
takes as its starting point the idea that wild 

wolves have crossed the channel to terrorise 
Britain. As with all great stories, however, 

things are not quite as they  seem...

impossible odds and the wonderful evilness of 
Miss Slighcarp and her sidekick Mr Grimshaw. 

It is an exciting adventure which takes us from 
Winter to Spring, from the countryside to the 
city and back again. We meet extraordinary 
characters- both good and bad as Bonnie and 
Sylvia have to navigate their way through this 
world gaining courage out of their friendship 
and the support of their enigmatic friend 
Simon, the Goose-boy. 

So not only is this a world which I love, I get 
to bring it to life in this most amazing setting. 
I cannot wait to sit in the audience and watch 
this thrilling story play out as the sun sets at 
the Minack. 

The books of Joan Aiken are so evocative 
and thrilling. They leave such a legacy on 

the reader – of hope, humour and lyricism. 
Wolves made such a deep impression on me 
when I first read it as a child and it has been 

an important part of my adult life as well. The 
world needs characters like Bonnie, Sylvia and 

Simon and writers like Joan. 

I wanted to capture some of the magic of this 
alternative version of England and its heroic 



ELROY ASHMORE (DESIGNER)

This was a fascinating project to design for 
the Minack.  It is set during the early 19th 
century, but not quite as we know it.   There 
is another monarch, Good King James III, 
on the throne and we have a newly opened 
Channel Tunnel.  It is an alternative England 
seen through a distorting mirror and the 
design needed to reflect this.  

It is the story of Bonnie and her journey 
through a world of both good and evil.  It 
starts at Willoughby Chase and ends up 
there.  It is also a story told through her 
imagination, so I based the set on her 
nursery.  Things from the nursery become 
part of her story.  Toys reflect things we see 
during her journey such as trains, a ship and 

various animals, toy boxes etc.  A nursery 
mural or frieze depicts something of her 
adventures.  Furniture in the nursery such 
as the wardrobes, a cupboard and chest 
of drawers become entrances both in the 
nursery and other parts of the house.  It’s all 
at very odd and quirky angles and looking 
slightly ‘doll’s house’.  

Once outside, we make the journey from 
Willoughby Chase to the big city via several 
other locations.  Trees look as if a child has 
made them. Train carriages become horse- 
drawn carriages. The city is seen as a maze of 
Dickensian smoking chimneys.

I have tried not to overwhelm the 
wonderful Minack location with scenery, 
but just suggest enough to let the audience’s 
imagination see this strange off-kilter world.
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BEN KERNOW
(Miss Slighcarp/Guard/Emma/
Mr Wilderness/Dr Field)

If you were writing a play what period, real or 
imagined, would you set it in?
I’m a big fan of the Georgian period so think I would 
probably set it then. The clothes were fantastic and 
the wigs equally bonkers, so I think you could have a 
lot of fun there. 
What is your favourite cheese?
Now this is a tough question, one which requires 
serious deliberation. I live just down the road from 
Davidstow, and I don’t think you can beat a good 
bit of cheddar, particularly Davidstow Cheddar. It’s 
versatile and complex. But I’ve got to say Cornish 
gouda is a very strong contender also.
Would you rather be a wolf or a goose?
Wolf, all the way! I mean they are essentially like 
dogs aren’t they? Just somewhat bigger with larger 
teeth, who wouldn’t want that?
What is your next project?
I’m currently in the post production phase for a short 
film I wrote and directed early this summer called 
Sensibility, so I’m getting that all wrapped up before 
it enters the festival circuit. But theatrewise my next 
project is The Beauty Queen of Leenane here at the 
Minack in October.

BEN SUTCLIFFE
(Musical Director & Composer)

If you were writing a play what period, real or 
imagined, would you set it in?
I’d like to write a play set in the Georgian 
period.
What is your favourite cheese?
I love, love, love Pecorino Romano because it 
reminds me of my favourite holiday ever.
Would you rather be a wolf or a goose?
I would like to be a wolf because howling is 
the most fun thing you can possibly do in a 
day.
What is your next project?
My next project is called The Boy in the 
Fountain with my orchestra The People’s 
String Foundation which is being filmed 

live in a big top circus tent at Heligan this 
 September 25th & 26th.  

ALINA HULSE (Bonnie)

If you were writing a play what period, real or 
imagined, would you set it in?
If I was writing a play I would probably set it in an 
imagined near future time where we could picture 
what our world would be like if we addressed our 
current issues. Because I would like to write a play 
that would have an impact on society and leave the 
audience thinking.
What is your favourite cheese? 
My favourite cheese is Port Salut because for as long 
as I can remember I have had it every Christmas, and 
it reminds me of my grandfather who was French. 
Although I wouldn’t say no to Camembert!
Would you rather be a wolf or a goose?
I would rather be a wolf because they are strong, live 
in a pack and are not afraid to live life on the edge. 
However I am probably more of a goose!
What is your next project?
I was working on a production of Hetty Feather, 
playing Hetty, however due to Covid it has been 
postponed. But hopefully that will be my next project 
when it runs again. I am also hoping to get into 
drama school later in life because the performing 
arts is what I want to pursue.

Alina Hulse



ELROY ASHMORE (Designer)

If you were writing a play what period, real or 
imagined, would you set it in?
1890 to 1910.  It’s a period that’s now just out of 
touching distance.
What is your favourite cheese?
Isle of Wight Blue.  It’s my local cheese that’s better 
than most French soft cheeses.
Would you rather be a wolf or a goose?
A wolf, they don’t make the Christmas table unlike a 
goose.
What is your next project?
I’m working on Curtain Raisers two one act opera’s 
namely Cox and Box and Les Deux Aveugles which 
Opera Della Luna are presenting at Wilton’s Music 
Hall in London.

DANIAL RADZE
(James/Simon/School Inspector)

If you were writing a play what period, real or 
imagined, would you set it in?
Late 1800’s 
What is your favourite cheese?
Kaltbah. It has such a smooth and full flavour with a 
perfect, complimentary texture.
Would you rather be a wolf or a goose?
Wolf. I was born in the year of the dog. 
What is your next project?
I’m currently auditioning for a couple of short films 
and I have a London showcase on the horizon. 

DALE SUPERVILLE
(Mr Grimshaw/Sir Willoughby/
Dr Morne/Mrs Brisket/Mr Gripe)

If you were writing a play what period, real or 
imagined, would you set it in?
If I was to write a play it would be set in the time 
period just before you fall asleep and before you start 
to dream. Anything is possible at this point in time 
and you could let your imagination go wild. 
What is your favourite cheese?
My favourite cheese is a mild smoked cheese. Good 
in salads and burgers. 
Would you rather be a wolf or a goose?
I’d rather be a wolf so I could run with the pack. 
What is your next project?
My next project is a pantomime for Colchester’s 
Mercury Theatre. This year’s production is Aladdin. 

CAITLIN DOW (Silvia)

If you were writing a play what period, real or 
imagined, would you set it in?
If I were writing a play I would probably set it 
in the modern period.  It would mostly likely be 
about hidden disabilities or discrimination faced by 
children and young adults.
What is your favourite cheese?
Cheddar because it goes with everything. I am also 
partial to a cheese string!
Would you rather be a wolf or a goose?
Wolf because it’s higher up the food chain and has 
more defence mechanisms; wolves get to run free 
while lots of geese get eaten. Wolves get to live in a 
pack, so you would not be lonely.
What is your next project?
My next project is my Personal Project for my Art 
GCSE which is an exploration of beauty in an aquatic 
environment. 

Dale Superville & Ben Kernow

Caitlin Dow 



KIRSTIE DAVIS (Director)

If you were writing a play what period, real or 
imagined, would you set it in?
I rather love dystopian fiction and so would set it in 
the future, but a recognisable world.
What is your favourite cheese?
I’ve just turned vegan! Which is really tough for me 
as I love a really mature cheddar…
Would you rather be a wolf or a goose?
A wolf…..much more fun.
What is your next project?
I’m off to the Duke’s Theatre in Lancaster to do some 
research and development on a new play called 
Ladies That Dig.

JULIET COLCLOUGH (Silvia)

If you were writing a play what period, real or 
imagined, would you set it in?
Probably the early 1800’s, so that I could shed some 
light on what it was really like for the women.
What is your favourite cheese? 
Red Leicester because I like how it tastes in paninis.
Would you rather be a wolf or a goose?
A wolf, because they go in packs and can always rely 
on each other.
What is your next project?
I am hoping to get into the Minack academy again so 
that I can work towards my Grade 8 exam next year.

MILLIE BROLLY (Assistant Director)

If you were writing a play what period, real or 
imagined, would you set it in?
If I was writing a play it would definitely be set in the 
roaring 20’s, flapper dresses and jazz! 
What is your favourite cheese?
My favourite cheese is Cornish yarg, I love that it 
goes well with absolutely everything especially my 
favourite chutney. 
Would you rather be a wolf or a goose?
I would definitely rather be a wolf, however I think 
I’m more likely to be a goose as I am vegetarian and I 
don’t think wolves like their greens! 
What is your next project?
I am really looking forward to all the upcoming 
projects at the Minack which I am so fortunate to be 
a part of as well as the never-ending task of getting 
my driver’s license!

Juliet Colclough

Kirstie Davis

Ben Kernow



MARION HARRISON
(Costume Designer)

If you were writing a play what period, real or 
imagined, would you set it in?
I think I’d set it during WW2, a spy based, edge of 
your seat style drama.
What is your favourite cheese? 
I can’t handle a strong cheese, so a mild brie would 
be my cheese of choice, preferably with a good dollop 
of chutney.
Would you rather be a wolf or a goose?
I would rather be a wolf. All that freedom to roam 
around the woods, howling at the moon at night and 
hanging out in a pack sounds fun!
What is your next project?
I’m working with John Brolly to develop the designs 
for The Minack production of The Kiss That Missed 
-  a children’s production based on the beautiful book 
by David Melling, the production will be happening 
in Autumn 2021.

MARIAN HAYNES 
(Stage Manager)

If you were writing a play what period, real 
or imagined, would you set it in?
Around the time of George III, as my 
great, great, great etc. grandmother was 
nursemaid to his children!
What is your favourite cheese?
Any extra mature cheese, mild just has 
no taste for me.
Would you rather be a wolf or a 
goose?
A goose, but not just any goose, the 
goose that lays the golden eggs!
What is your next project?
CSM on Cinderella way up 
north at the  Darlington 
Hippodrome.

Danial Radze


