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As with any community up and down the country the play focusses on the small-town
rivalries and jealousies, the loves, the losses, the ups and downs of domestic life.
A motley collection of characters, from Sir John to an outrageous French doctor, from
small town dignitaries to jealous husbands and much put-upon servants, all hurtle
around the streets at break neck speed, and prance about the woods at night….you
have to wait till the end to see that bit!

Huge laughs and some genuine love has brought this
production to life. We have loved making it for you. We have
made all the costumes you will see tonight, our sets and
properties, dressed our wigs and rehearsed our dances. So
enjoy this most domestic and English of Shakespeare’s plays.

TIM HEYWOOD, Director

Welcome to our production of The Merry Wives of Windsor.
Firstly, we have to say how great it is to be back and performing.
After the last few years, it feels like really live theatre is up and
running again.

Well…Merry Wives…a rather silly play! Written, we think, at the
request of Queen Elizabeth I, who wished to see Sir John Falstaff
in a comedy; and they think Mr Shakespeare only had 6 weeks to
do it! A wacky plot about a small town, Windsor, and the bonkers
folk who live there.



Sir John Falstaff, staying in Windsor and
down on his luck, decides to restore his
fortunes by seducing the wives of two
wealthy citizens. He sends Mistress Page
and Mistress Ford identical love letters, but
they discover his double dealing and set
about turning the tables, arranging an
assignation at Mistress Ford’s house.

Frank Ford has heard of Falstaff’s plan and
decides to test his wife’s fidelity. Pretending
to be Master Brook, he pays Falstaff to
seduce his wife on his behalf, twice almost
catching them together.

The Pages' daughter Anne is pursued by
three suitors. The French physician Doctor
Caius is her mother’s choice, whilst her
father prefers Slender, Justice Shallow’s
kinsman. Anne herself is in love with Fenton.
Mistress Quickly is being paid by all three
suitors to promote their cause.

A duel between Doctor Caius and Parson
Evans is averted when the Host of the Garter
Inn plays a trick on them, and they in turn
pay her back.

In Windsor Great Park at night, Falstaff is set
up for his final punishment - and one of Anne
Page’s suitors is successful.

It’s an absolute pleasure for Derby Shakespeare Theatre Company to be welcomed back to
The Minack Theatre with our 2022 production of The Merry Wives of Windsor.

This show has been in the making for some years, but like all things COVID it has been put
on hold for two years running . It feels great to finally see our Director Tim Heywood’s

fabulous vision and creative costumes come to life, filled with a company that are ready to
enjoy every minute of what they love doing best. A big thank you to our cast and crew, new

and old, for all your hard work on this riot of a show.

We would also like to take this moment to celebrate 30 years of visiting the Minack Theatre.
Each and every visit is incredibly special and we feel privileged and honored to perform in

this beautiful theatre that was created by Rowena Cade, a Derby Girl born and bred.

We hope you enjoy our show
CHARLOTTE MATTHEWS, Chair



Sir John Falstaff
Robin (page to Falstaff)

Pistol
Bardolph

Nym
The Host of the Garter Inn

Justice Shallow
Abraham Slender

Sir Hugh Evans
Peter Simple (page to Slender)

Dr Caius
Mistress Quickly

John Rugby (page to Dr Caius)

Master Page
Mistress Page

Ann Page

Master Ford
Mistress Ford

John
Robert

Fenton

Citizens of Windsor

Mat Shepherd
Charlotte Matthews
Jenny Earl
Clare Snape
Kirsty Haynes
Susie Brayshaw-Thorne

David Dunford
Geoffrey Mullen
Rick Law
Martin Weston

James Dean
Kirsten Lees
Stuart Mourton

Richard Whitehorn
Lisa Kelly
Abbie Evans

Matt Swan
Alex Wrampling
Benjamin Matthews
William Matthews

Jack Anthony

Edward Pickering Symes
Mo Pickering Symes
Arwen Mourton
Niamh Mourton
Sarah Evans
Zoe Grunnell
Jack Pritchard
Rachel Whitehorn



Director
Designer
Costumes made by

Wardrobe Team

Props

Lighting Design

Stage Manager
Sound and Lighting Operator
Set Build

Graphic Design & Photography
Chaperone
Choreographer

Tim Heywood
Tim Heywood
Sigrid Mularczyk
Tim Heywood
Aimee Russam
Flora Palmer
Karen Owen
Charlotte Matthews
Niki Caister
Natasha Caister
Simon Birchall
Neil Jones
Ken Owen
Neil Jones
Ken Owen
Neil Jones
Emma Duder
Ann Sharpe
Jackie O’Brien

DERBYSHAKESPEARE.ORG.UK


