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HETTY FEATHER

Welcome to our
minack production
of Hetty Feather
— ZOË CURNOW Producer

T

his play was a joy to produce in 2020 and it has been
brilliant to finally bring it to the stage. John Brolly and
I were reading possible scripts for 2020 and we found a great
adaptation of Carrie’s War, but sadly the performing rights were
not available at that time. This adaptation was by Emma Reeves
and when Emma heard we were looking at her work she kindly
sent us all her other adaptations.
I saw the touring version of Hetty Feather at the Theatre
Royal in Plymouth several years ago and remembered really
enjoying it. It was obvious we would not be able to replicate
the circus setting of the touring show, but Emma has been really
supportive of our desire to produce the show in a different way.
John and I met with Emma at Paddington station in 2019
to discuss the project and we invited Elroy along – he turned
up with an initial model box of the set which frankly blew us
all away! See page 4 for more about Elroy’s design influences.
Having worked with Marion Harrison on Orfeo in 2019, we
were delighted when she agreed to join our team to design
and make the costumes. She has since worked with us on many
WELCOME FROM ZOË

projects through 2020 and 2021 including, most recently, as
designer for Superstition Mountain.
Hetty Feather is our third Minack Production of 2022 (and
its only April!) as we brought back The Kiss That Missed which
has been touring schools and other venues since February. We
have also just staged Carl Grose’s brilliant Superstition Mountain
with Ben Kernow and Ha-Hum-Ah Theatre.
As you watch Hetty today, we have another company of
actors rehearsing with Mike Shepherd and Elayce Ismail at The
Barns in Gorran Haven bringing together the hugely exciting
Calvino Nights. Later in June we bring Philip Pullman’s wonderful,
sparkly adventure, The Firework-Maker’s Daughter, to life in
David Bruce and Glyn Maxwell’s opera. We are also really
excited to welcome hundreds of West Cornish school children
back to the Minack in June for Kate Stillitz and Jilly Jarman’s
musical story, One Small Bird.
In the meantime, all our other Minack companies are
planning and rehearsing for their 2022 visits – there is loads to
look forward to this year.
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Costume Design Sketches By Marion Harrison
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Designer’s Notes
— ELROY ASHMORE

I

knew Hetty Feather from the London production where it was set within
the context of a circus. It’s a play with many scenes and locations and it seemed
to make sense to have an overall design look or concept into which the play can be
set. When I was asked to design it for the Minack it was obvious that we couldn’t
go down that particularly road. We are in the open and unlike most theatres can’t
fly or hang anything such as trapezes and tightropes over the stage. I was however
very interested in the theatricality of circuses and all other forms of Victorian
entertainment.
The Foundling Hospital and the treatment of orphans or unwanted children
is central to the story of Hetty Feather and it seemed both interesting as well as
macabre that Victorians would visit such places as a form of entertainment. They
would also visit asylums, morgues and freak shows. The sad story of the Elephant
Man is typical of this voyeuristic world. This was the starting point for my design.
Into this mixture I have also included lighter design elements such as seaside or
end of pier Pierrot shows, fairground art, children’s playground structures and of
course the circus. All are moulded together into a scrapbook of Victorian printed
ephemera, flags, bunting and colour.

DESIGNER’S NOTES
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Director’s Notes
— JOHN BROLLY

H
‘Jacqueline Wilson’s Hetty Feather
is an emotional and timeless story
about class, poverty, family, gender
roles and one determined child’s
endless search for somewhere to
belong. I was very privileged to have
been asked to collaborate with Sally
Cookson and a wonderful company
of creative people to bring the
original production to the stage.’

Emma Reeves
DIRECTOR’S NOTES

etty Feather was Jacqueline Wilson’s first historical
novel, but the story of a child in desperate search of a
mother has as much relevance today as when it was set. The
adaptation by Emma Reeves packages the whole thing in a
world of circus and dreams and gives us the freedom to flit in
and out of the reality of the Victorian setting.
We have tried to get a feeling that the whole play is seen
through the eyes of a child whose mind is framing her reality
in a world of colour and optimism, that turns even the worst
moments into an opportunity for hope. At times Hetty loses
a grip on how much of life she is picturing and how much is
real and there are only a couple of brief moments where she
has doubts, and her world turns to black and white.
I can honestly say that the whole process of making this
show would sit well in Hetty’s mind. It has just been a joy of
colour and dreams throughout. The company of actors and
the team around them have been positive, playful and so full
of irrepressible talent and imagination that I have just been
hanging on to the reins to keep us all from spiralling off into a
completely surreal world!
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Acting at the Minack
for the first time
— GEORGIA NICHOLSON

I
‘I absolutely love the stage version
of Hetty Feather. I’m so happy it’s
at the wonderful Minack Theatre.
It’s a play for all the family, and will
make you laugh, cry - and cheer!’

Jacqueline Wilson

GEORGIA NICHOLSON

was thrilled when I found out I’d be joining the cast of Hetty Feather. I’d
heard so many great things about the Minack from actors and past audience
members alike, and I was so excited to see the ‘Theatre Under the Stars’ for myself.
As enthusiastic as those stories I’d heard from others were, nothing could
have prepared me for quite how spectacular the theatre is in real life. It truly
is jaw-dropping. The natural drama of the landscape took my breath away and
continues to do so each day. Yet the stunning backdrop will not be the only highlight
I’ll be telling others about, because what struck me from day one, was the warm
and welcoming nature of all those who work at the theatre. Everyone here has
been so kind, they’ve shown me the ropes on Rowena Cade’s masterpiece and it’s
not an overstatement to say that everyday has been a joy.
Combine the wonderful talent of the company onstage and off, with the heartwarming story of our heroine Hetty Feather and you have a combination every
actor dreams of. So, a huge thank you to everyone here who has made this stray
Geordie feel at home. Hetty Feather centres around friendship and belonging... and
as an actor relatively new to these parts, I can’t think of a better theatre to stage
it than the Minack.
I’ll always remember my time with this fantastic company- ‘Even if I have to stray,
over the hills and far away.’
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Production Team
DIRECTOR

PRODUCER

John Brolly

Zoë Curnow

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

ASSISTANT PRODUCER

MUSICAL DIRECTOR & COMPOSER

MARKETING

Millie Brolly

HETTY FEATHER

Kim Nicholls

Ben Sutcliffe

Vanessa Jackson

DESIGNER

MUSICIANS

Elroy Ashmore
COSTUME DESIGNER & RUNNING WARDROBE

Marion Harrison

Zaid Alrikabi
& Ben Sutcliffe

STAGE MANAGER

LIGHTING DESIGNER
& PRODUCTION MANAGER

Marian Haynes

Simon Hutchings

CHAPERONES

SET BUILDING

Natalie Dow, Connie Crosby
& Millie Brolly
ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGER

Connie Crosby
GR APHIC DESIGN

Matt Travis
PRODUCTION TEAM

Lynn Batten
SOUND OPER ATOR

Rory Lock
PHOTOS

Lynn Batten
& Mike Newman
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JEM

Cast

HETTY FEATHER

ENSEMBLE

Zach Batt

Jesse Battle

WINNIE & PEG

MATRON BOTTOMLY

Rebecca Hulbert

Charlie Coldfield

HETTY & SWING

CHINO

Roisin Bermingham

Ben Kernow

SAUL

ENSEMBLE

Marnie Cole

Byron Ladd Carr

SAR AH

GIDEON

Ivy Kirk

Harry Ladd Carr

MONICA

SHEIL A

Caitlin Dow

Amelia Acheson

HARRIET

ELIZA

Rosie Gayman

Alma Sina

HETTY & SWING

MADAME ADELINE

Alina Hulse
All other parts played by the ensemble.

Georgia Nicholson
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Hetty Actor
Performance
Schedule
Roisin
11 April
12 April
14 April
17 April
18 April
19 April
21 April
HETTY ACTOR SCHEDULE

7pm
7pm
3pm
3pm
7pm
7pm
3pm
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Alina
10 April
12 April
13 April
14 April
17 April
19 April
20 April
21 April

7pm
3pm
7pm
7pm
7pm
3pm
7pm
7pm

‘Although there have now been
several productions of Hetty Feather
around the world, this is the first
professional production with child
actors in the lead roles. I’m very
excited to see this new interpretation
of the script at the Minack. I can’t
wait to see what the new creative
team will bring to the story..’

Emma Reeves
HETTY ACTOR SCHEDULE

15

THE MINACK

HETTY FEATHER

Cast

Ben Kernow

If you could picture your own
squirrel house, where would it be
and why? My squirrel house would
be somewhere warm surrounded by
a vineyard and within close proximity
to a tapas bar!
If you could run away with the
Circus, what would your act be?
I would love to be an acrobat. Mainly
because I’m envious of anyone with
the core strength to do somersaults.
If you could have any celebrity as
your mother who would it be? Julie
Walters, every day of the week. Eating
soup would never be dull.
Tell us about one of your recent or
future projects. I’ve recently been
working on Superstition Mountain by
Carl Grose, which I’m soon to go on
tour with.
CAST

Charlie
Coldfield

If you could picture your own
squirrel house, where would
it be and why? My squirrel
house would be overlooking the
beach at Perranuthnoe, it’s my
favourite place in Cornwall.
If you could run away with the
Circus, what would your act be?
At the circus, I would be the
human cannonball… once.
If you could have any celebrity as
your mother who would it be?
Dame Edna Everage.
Tell us about one of your recent
or future projects. I am making a
film called Clarke Andrews Tempest
which is loosely based on The
Tempest by William Shakespeare.

Georgia
Nicholson

If you could picture your own
squirrel house, where would it
be and why? My squirrel house
would be at the Minack, overlooking
the sea – because I’ll never get
bored of that spectacular view!
If you could run away with the
Circus, what would your act be?
Not strictly an act… but I’d like to
work on the candy floss stand – a
very important part of the circus!
If you could have any celebrity
as your mother who would it be?
Maybe Dolly Parton, because I’d
always have fabulous hair – but I think
I’ll stick with my own lovely Mum!
Tell us about one of your recent
or future projects. My most recent
project was 6lbs 2oz and born on
the 31st January – my most favourite
project to date! Before that I had
lots of fun working on a film.
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Natalie Dow

If you could picture your own
squirrel house, where would it be
and why? My squirrel house would be
at the bottom of my garden, hidden
by trees, overlooking the river!
If you could run away with the
Circus, what would your act be?
I would love to be the ring master,
presenting and showcasing
all the amazing acts!
If you could have any celebrity as
your mother who would it be? I
would like Sara Bareilles, because I
could listen to her sing all day long!
Tell us about one of your recent
or future projects. I run leadership
programmes and workshops and
am looking forward to running them
face to face in the coming months,
after 2 years of virtual delivery!
CAST

HETTY FEATHER

Rebecca
Hulbert

If you could picture your own
squirrel house, where would
it be and why? Somewhere
with a huge view of nature, with
my family and a cup of tea.
If you could run away with the
Circus, what would your act be?
High in the sky on an aerial hoop.
If you could have any celebrity
as your mother who would it be?
RuPaul
Tell us about one of your
recent or future projects
Language Creates Reality, a creative
collaboration focusing on the
importance of language when
talking about Down Syndrome.

The Playwright
Emma Reeves

If you could picture your own
squirrel house, where would it
be and why? My squirrel house
would be in the woods at Erddig
near Wrexham, where we used to
play for hours and hours as kids.
If you could run away with the
Circus, what would your act be?
I don’t know what my circus act would
be - I’d love to be an elegant aerialist
but realistically I’d probably be a clown.
If you could have any celebrity as
your mother who would it be?
My celebrity mum would be Jacqueline!
Tell us about one of your recent
or future projects. I have recently
adapted Jacqueline’s My Mum Tracy
Beaker and We Are The Beaker Girls
for television and I’m working on a
second series of The Beaker Girls.
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Production
Team

Elroy Ashmore

John Brolly

If you could picture your own
squirrel house, where would
it be and why? My own squirrel
house would be in the attic
room of an old run-down manor
house in the countryside.
If you could run away with the
Circus, what would your act be?
I would be the ring master, of course!
If you could have any celebrity
as your mother who would it be?
Aretha Franklin.
Tell us about one of your recent
or future projects. I recently
wrote an adaptation for the
stage of David Melling’s picture
book The Kiss That Missed that is
currently playing at the Minack.
PRODUCTION TEAM

Millie Brolly

If you could picture your own
squirrel house, where would it
be and why? My squirrel house
would be somewhere hot, by the
sea with a good wine bar nearby!
If you could run away with the
Circus, what would your act be?
I completely lack all circus skills, so
I would probably end up selling
the tickets, but if I could, I would
love to be a trapeze artist.
If you could have any celebrity as
your mother who would it be? I
think Julie Walters, as I imagine every
day would be a laugh!
Tell us about one of your
recent or future projects I
have just directed Carl Grose’s
Superstition Mountain which is
heading out on tour next month.

If you could picture your own
squirrel house, where would it
be and why? It would be a small
design studio up in a willow tree
at the bottom of my garden.
If you could run away with the
Circus, what would your act be?
An illusionist.
If you could have any celebrity as
your mother who would it be?
Mata Hari. Such an interesting person
with lots of stories to tell.
Tell us about one of your recent
or future projects My last design
was for two one act operas Cox
and Box by Sullivan and Two Blind
Beggars by Offenbach performed
at Wilton’s Music Hall. I’m currently
working on Three Decembers, an
opera by contemporary composer
Jake Heggie also at Wilton’s a
wonderful old Victorian music
hall in the east end of London.
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Marion Harrison

Marian Haynes

If you could picture your own
squirrel house, where would it
be and why? My squirrel house
would be a-top the tallest tree
in the world – what a view!
If you could run away with the
Circus, what would your act be?
I would be a clown – they
have the most fun of all!
If you could have any celebrity as
your mother who would it be?
It would be Mrs Weasley – just think of
all the great spells she could do.
Tell us about one of your recent
or future projects My last show
was pantomime – Cinderella – way up
north in Darlington, not onstage but
Company Stage Manager (although
I was understudy for Buttons).
PRODUCTION TEAM

Connie Crosby

If you could picture your own
squirrel house, where would it be
and why? In the woods, where my
grandparents lived. It was full of trees,
secret statues and wildlife! Perfect
for a kid with a big imagination.
If you could run away with the
Circus, what would your act be?
I’m torn between being an aerialist
with silks or a clown! Either way, I could
have a fabulously bright costume.
If you could have any celebrity as
your mother who would it be?
I think it would have to be Kate
Winslet. She’s fantastic.
Tell us about one of your recent
or future projects My theatre
company Coppice Theatre is currently
touring our educational science show
all about renewable energy, called
Science Adventures: The Power Pickle.

If you could picture your own
squirrel house, where would it
be and why? My squirrel house
would be on top of The Kymin, a big
hill in my home town of Monmouth
in South Wales. I have lots of happy
memories of playing there as a child.
If you could run away with the
Circus, what would your act be?
My goodness, I’m not very acrobatic,
so I’d be limited. I think I’d have to
put my wig and make-up skills to the
test and rustle up a bearded lady.
If you could have any celebrity as
your mother who would it be?
My little girl and I are big fans of Jane
Mcdonald, so I’ll choose Jane! I imagine
our lives would be full of endless cruises
and singing.
Tell us about one of your recent or
future projects I recently designed
the set and costumes for Superstition
Mountain at the Minack. It’s such a
gripping and funny play that I knew it
would be a great production to work
on. Straight away I could picture the
starkness of the two main environments:
the dilapidated scrap yard in St Day,
and the Arizona desert. Bringing
these two environments together
into one set was a big challenge, but
I was really pleased with the end
result and loved the production.
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The Author

Jacqueline Wilson
If you could picture your own
squirrel house, where would it be
and why? I’d have a squirrel house
in the cedar tree in my garden. I’m
not as young or agile as Hetty and
Jem, so I’d have a proper wooden
treehouse with a comfy seat, and a
rope ladder to help me reach it.
If you could run away with the
Circus, what would your act be?
If I ran away with the Circus
I’d love to have my own little
troupe of performing dogs.
If you could have any celebrity as
your mother who would it be?
If I could have any celebrity for my
mother I’d choose Petula Clark - I’ve
admired her for many years. I recently saw
her in Mary Poppins and thought she was
terrific - and still singing like a dream.
Tell us about one of your recent
or future projects I’d like to tell
you there’s now a film of the first
play version of Hetty Feather - so
you can compare it with this
brilliant Minack production!
AUTHOR & MUSICIANS

Musicians

Zaid Alrikabi

If you could picture your own
squirrel house, where would
it be and why? My own squirrel
house would be in a quiet orange
grove, with a view of the sea.
If you could run away with the
Circus, what would your act be?
My act would be a musical magic
show, with lots of fireworks!
If you could have any celebrity as
your mother who would it be?
Miriam Margolyes, she is a
truly wonderful character.
Tell us about one of your recent
or future projects. We, (Ben
Sutcliffe and I) have a new People’s
String Foundation ‘virtual orchestra’
show called The Boy in the Fountain,
an immersive musical concert with
projections, acting and illustrations.

Ben Sutcliffe

If you could picture your own
squirrel house, where would
it be and why? It would be in
the tech booth at the Minack
so I can watch all the shows.
If you could run away with the
Circus, what would your act be?
I would have an organ-grinder
monkey – maybe sell hot dogs too.
If you could have any celebrity as
your mother who would it be?
Historian Mary Beard.
Tell us about one of your recent
or future projects. The Boy in
the Fountain virtual orchestra
is my new project with The
People’s String Foundation.
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YOUTH CAST
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We would like to thank Lucy Gaskell
for technical assistance, Graham
Curnow for set storage, Sterts
Theatre for costume hire, all the
staff of the Minack, especially those
who helped dismantle the set
2020 and helped rebuild the heavy
bits in 2022 and all the parents
and carers of the young cast for
getting them to us for rehearsals.
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